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INTRODUCTION 
A. Pleasure to be here
B. Provide you with an update
on the Mathematics and 
Science •Academy 
C. Know that you have · been
keeping abreast through the 
news media and local 
individuals about our status 
D. But wanted to provide you
with a more complete context 
E. What happens to the Illinois
Mathematics and Science 
I 
1. 
A c a d e m y vz i 1 1 a f f e c t o u r 
e n t i r e S t a t e 
B u t y o u k n o w a s w e l 1 a s I 
t h a t i t s f u t u r e w i 1 1 h a v e 
t h e g r e a t e s t i m p a c t o n o u r 
c o m m u n i t y 
G . M o s t o f y o u k n o w 
S t e v e ' s o e t t e r h a l f , C o n n i e 
H a t c h e r a 1 s o — w o r k e — a r t ! E T i e 
A c a d e m y — a - s — A - s - f s i f=s fr-a n t t o t- K ^ 
o r 
H I a s k e d C o n n i e t o f i n d o u t 
f r o m S t e v e w h a t h e w a n t e d 
t h e f o c u s o f m y r e m a r k s t o 
o e t o d a y 
D i d h e w a n t m e t o g i v e m y 





J , M y " W e ' r e u p t o o u r y o u k n o w 
w h a t i n A l 1 i g a t o r s p e e c h — 
K . W e 1 1 , t h e r e s p o n s e w a s — d o 
b o t h 
L, . S o I ' l l o e g i n w i t h t h e g o o d 
n e w s a n d t h a t i s a o u n d a n t 
I I . M I S S I O N A N D G O A L S 
M i s s i o n 
T h e I l l i n o i s M a t h e m a t i c s a n d 
S c i e n c e A c a d e m y w a s c r e a t e d 
t o i n s p i r e a n d c h a l 1 e n g e 
y o u n g o o y s a n d g i r l s g i f t e d 
i n m a t h e m a t i c s a n d 
s c i e n t i f i c a o i l i t y i n a 
m a n n e r w h i c h w i 1 1 m a x i m i z e 
t h e u s e o f t h e s e t a l e n t s f o r 










science by products 
0£ human 
(G .. To provide an educational �
social and emotional climate 
in which students with 
exceptional aptitude in 
mathematics and science can 
develop thejr intellectual 
gi£ts and become committed to 
the search £or humane 




. .  To serve as a laboratory 
£or the development � testing 
and dissemination 0£ 
innovative techniques in 
mathematics� science and the 
humanities which can become a 
resource £or secondary school 
teachers in Illinois and the 
• 
nation 
- Al this w the ontext: 
Give ba k 
e ity 
We have not waivered £ram these 
directions even a£ter a 
di££icult and enormously 
challening year � we have 
re-energized our commitment to 
•
• 
making this institution the
premier scho91 0£ its kind in
the nation.
I I I -That commitment to excellence 
r·ema i ned. 
IV. 
and to developing an exemplary 
program was the reason we added 
a second class and was also the 
reason our new students p 
£acu1ty p and administrators 
came p and our charter students p 
£acu1ty and administrators 
As you know p £o11owing the July 
session 
A. Academy received the
same appropriation for
1987-88 that we have £or
1986-87
J.




Board £aced with two 
decisions: 
�--,- \ 
1. Honor th� invitation and
2. 
contracts already
extended to new student
and faculty and
therefore add a second
class and run until the 
money runs out <January 
31 ,. 1988) · 
Board to renege on 
those invitation and 
contracts and only 
maintain one class and 
the £aculty necessary 'to 
teach them; and run £or 





Board contacted students� 
parents� and £aculty 
Their input was clear 
They   wanted  to  take the risk    
o£  six months at the academy 
1£ we maintained the 
commitment to an exemplary 
program that we had promised 
We added a second class in 
order to preserve the 
excellence� credi�ity 
and integrity 0£ the Academy 
and to provide the time to 
garner the support to 
sustain it 
D . H a d w e d e c i d e d t o r e n e g e o n 
t h e s t u d e n t i n v i t a t i o n s a n d 
t h e f a c u l t y a n d s t a f f 
c o n t r a c t s a l r e a d y e x t e n d e d 
a n d a c c e p t e d , t h e s l o w 
e r o s i o n o f t h e s c h o o l w o u l d 
h a v e f o l l o w e d a n d t h e 
1 i k e l i h o o d o f r e s t o r i n g 
c o n f i d e n c e a n d s e c u r i n g 
f u t u r e s t u d e n t s a n d f a c u l t y 
w o u l d h a v e o e e n m i n i m a l 
V . S T U D E N T P R O F I L E 
W e r e c e i v e d 8 7 8 a p p 1 i c a t i o n s — 
l O O m o r e t h a n l a s t y e a r 
V I . F A C U L T Y D E M O G R A P H I C S 
V I I . C O U R S E O F F E R I N G S 
/ o 
# V I I I . A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S / A C H I E V E M E N T S F O R 
1 9 8 6 - 1 9 8 7 
A N N U A L R E P O R T 2 5 - 2 6 
I X . A . E v e n m o r e t h a n t h e t a n g i b l e 
r e c o g n i t i o n i s t h e p r o f o u n d 
a c a d e m i c , s o c i a l a n d 
e m o t i o n a l g r o w t h e x p e r i e n c e d 
b y t h e s t u d e n t s 
B . S o m e f o r t h e v e r y f i r s t t i m e 
w e r e a b l e t o r i s k t o 
e x p e r i m e n t , t o c h a l l e n g e 
t-gr—d-r o a m ^ vY-*>« - p i e < j ^ 
C . < < L l M S A c e l e b r a t e ® t h e i r 






PART 2 ALLIGATOR SPEECH 
A. Now £or- the ..-bad ne·"v<.,.o ()....U...(.\�')�• ' 
B. Institution received su££iclent money
to'tf"7�unti1 January 31 � 1988
C. We ar-e�seeklng a supplemental 0£ 3.2
million dollars 
D. Or-lglna11y seeking 3.5 but wi11
receive $300�000 £rom Title II 
E. Legislative session 10/20 1 1 /6 
F • . Without supplement we will close 
G. Developed sophisticated strategy to
assist us
H. Believe it ls working - pressure ls







We believe Legislature does not want 
Academy to close p .especial 1y 40 
mill ion capitol commitment� however p
there are no guarantees 
J. Les Brann p President 0£ the Illinois
Chamber 0£ Commerce has agreed to 
write a letter in support 0£ the 
Academy to legislative leadership and 
Mr. Bob Beckwith £ram the Illinois 
Chamber will assist us in our 
lobbying e££orts 
K. On Wednesday p September SO P 1987 P the 
Academy was invited to present 
test i•mony to a 16-member task £orce 
s.a...l...1.-e-the Citizen ✓ s Council on 
Schoo 1 Pr-ob 1 ems. The Counc i 1 ls 
composed 0£ key legislators and lay 
representation £ram education . 
•
• 
w i 1 1 be mak l ng a recommendation 
to support the Academy/s supplement 
on October 13. 
L. I want to close my remarks today
with the remarks I gave to close my
testimony to the Citizen/s Council on 
Wednesday . 
�� 
Right now Pf'...at the most vulnerable 
point in our brief history p · I  want to 
share with you the emotions that 
permeate the environment of the 
Academy; an overwhelming sense of 
responsibility and commitment to our 
students and this lnstltutlon p its 
promls� p and its potential; a 
tremendous sense of inadequacy in our 
ab i 1 it y to adequately convey to 
# 
t h e c o r p o r a t e s e c t o r a n d t h e 
p u b l i c t h e r e a s o n s w h y I I 1 i n o i s m u s t 
s u s t a i n t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n , a n d a s e n s e 
o f b e w i 1 d e r m e n t o v e r t h e p a r a d o x o f 
t h e A c a d e m y b e i n g v i s i t e d b y n u m e r o u s 
s t a t e s a n d f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s ( w h o 
w e r e s e n t t o u s b y t h e S t a t e 
D e p a r t m e n t s a s t h e y b e g i n t o d e v e l o p 
r e s i d e n t i a l , p u b l i c l y f u n d e d m a t h a n d 
s c i e n c e s c h o o l s w h i 1 e w e f i g h t t o 
\ 
d e f e n d t h e o n e w e s o b o l d l y b e g a n . 
T h e c h i 1 d r e n t h a t w i 1 1 g r a d u a t e i n 
t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 e n t e r e d k i n d e r g a r t e n 
t h i s y e a r . W i t h i n t h e i r l i f e t i m e 
t h e y a r e g o i n g t o l e a r n a n d 
u n d e r s t a n d w h a t w e n o w b e 1 i e v e i s 
i n c o n c e i v a b l e a n d i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e . 
• 
• 
There are always casualties ln 
exploring new £rontlers but in the 




"Every generation�needs a dream to 
inspire it and an adventure to enople 
l t 
II • 
The Academy will not only provide an 
exemplary academic program £or our 
students but through our- outreach 
e££or-ts p will begin to serve students 
and teachers across our state both 
through on and 0££ campus institutes 
and semlnars. 
What we learn and develop in 
curriculum and instruction will be 
shared. We are� however� sharing 
more than in£ormation and knowledge . 
_ W h e n e d u c a t o r s c o m e h e r e a n d i n t e r a c t 
ft 
w i t h o u r s t a f f a n d s t u d e n t s , t h e y 
l e a v e w i t h a g r e a t e r s e n s e o f 
e m p o w e r m e n t a b e 1 i e f i n t h e i r o w n 
p o t e n t i a l a n d c a p a c i t y . I n t h i s 
e n v i r o n m e n t , w e a r e h a m m e r i n g a t t h e 
w a l I s o f i n a d e q u a c y a n d e r o d e d s e l f 
e s t e e m , a n d s a y i n g t o t e a c h e r s — y o u 
c a n d o ' i t t o o . W e a r e r e k i n d l 1 n g 
e x c i t e m e n t i n t e a c h i n g a n d l e a r n i n g . 
T h i s i n s t i t u t i o n w i 1 1 e n h a n c e o u r 
p r o f e s s i o n ' s e s t e e m b y r e i g n i t i n g n o t 
o n l y t h e d e s i r e t o m a k e a n 
e d u c a t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e b u t t h e b e 1 i e f 
t h a t w e c a n t h a t w e h a v e t h e 
c a p a c i t y t o s h a p e t h e f u t u r e . B e c a u s e 
w h e t h e r w e b e 1 i e v e w e c a n orr w e 
b e l i e v e w e c a n ' t , w e a r e r i g h t . 
I I 
T h e A c a d e m y i s a s y m b o l o f p o t e n t i a l 
a n d p o s s i b i 1 i t y , i t i s a c o n c r e t e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f o u r w i 1 1 i n g n e s s t o 
s u p p o r t a n d , I n d e e d , s u b s i d i z e 
I n t e l l e c t u a l c u r i o s i t y . 
W h e n y o u c a n r e n e w e x c i t e m e n t a n d 
d i r e c t a t t e n t i o n t o e x c e l 1 e n c e , y o u 
a r e m a k i n g a s u p e r b i n v e s t m e n t i n t h e 
f u t u r e . 
W e h a v e b e e n c r i t i z e d t h a t t h e <yC 
A c a d e m y i s t o o e x p e n s i v e . W i t h o u t 
b e i n g f a c t i t i o u s , I m u s t a s k , t o o 
e x p e n s i v e f o r w h a t ? I s s p a c e 
e x p l o r a t i o n t o o e x p e n s i v e , i s t h e S S C 
t o o e x p e n s i v e ? I t i s c o s t e f f e c t i v e 
t o I n v e s t ^ S b i l l i o n t o u n d e r s t a n d 
t h e m y s t e r i e s o f t h e u n i v e r s e ? W e 




The Academy £ocuses attention on 
Illinois. It renews state pride . i t 
provides an environment £or gi£ted 
youngsters.· gi£ted minorities and 
gi£ted young women to celebrate their 
talents and then to cultivate them 
£or the public good. 
It reln£orces our state's commitment 
to educational excellence. It 
rea££irms our �llllngness to pay £or 
what we value. It acknowledges the 
importance 0£ the teaching 
pro£ ess l on .. It rewards 
experimentation and risk . and 
demonstrates that we are aware . that 
the key to our £uture economic . 
sclentl£lc and technological growth 
lies �)th the development 0£ our 
ft b r i g h t e s t m i n d s . T o p u t i t v e r y 
s i m p l i s t i c a l . l y , t h e A c a d e m y i s s i m p l y 
g o o d b u s i n e s s b e c a u s e i t i s g o o d f o r 
t h e e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
d e v e 1 o p m e n t o f I l l i n o i s . I f w e w a n t 
t o a t t r a c t t h e b r i g h t e s t a n d b e s t t o 
I l l i n o i s e d u c a t i o n , I l l i n o i s 
r e s e a r c h , I l l i n o i s t e c h n o l o g y , a n d 
I I 1 i n o i s b u s i n e s s , w e m u s t c u l t i v a t e 
t h e c l i m a t e t h a t n u t u r e s a n d s u s t a i n s 
t h e b r i g h t e s t a n d t h e b e s t o r t h e y 
w i 1 1 s i m p 1 y g o s o m e w h e r e e l s e . 
E l e a n o r R o o s e v e l t s a i d t h a t t 
" O n e ' s p h i l o s o p h y i s n o t b e s t 
e x p r e s s e d i n w o r d s : I t i s e x p r e s s e d 
i n t h e c h o i c e s o n e m a k e s " . 
W e a r e * f a c e d w i t h a c r i t i c a l c h o i c e 
i n I I 1 i n o i s . T h e A c a d e m y s t u d e n t s , 
'' u 
Jfc p a r e n t s , f a c u l t y a n d s t a f f h a v e 
c h o s e n t o m a k e a c o m m i t m e n t t o t h i : 
s c h o o l a t t h i s t i m e t h e c h o i c e t o 
s u s t a i n i t i s n o w y o u r s . 
ft 
^h~iA 
( P t c - h- \L/<L<CT~ 
A w <-> # ^ ^ • 
